Introduction
Chinese people who move to Britain often report an increase in the frequency with which they develop asthma and hayfever. In this study we have attempted to record the prevalence of atopic diseases in Chinese people resident in Hong Kong and compared them with a similar British group.
Method
Two hundred and fifty-six Hong Kong residents completed a questionnaire in Chinese about atopic disease. They were asked whether they had ever suffered from asthma, hayfever, allergic rhinitis or eczema. Asthma was defined as 'breathlessness and wheezing'; allergic rhinitis was likened to 'hayfever with features of recurrent sneezing and a watery nasal discharge' and eczema was described as 'patches of dry red, inflamed, itchy skin'. A family history ofatopic illness amongst parents or siblings of the patients was also recorded. 
